
“Our answer to Abraham Lincoln won his seat handily through hard work, high ethical standards, and never forgetting who sent him to Washington.  He 
constantly touches base with his constituents, and seldom is prone to tell them only those things they want to hear.  Chuck Grassley is a statesman – a man highly 
respected by friend and foe alike.  We need more politicians like that from all political parties.”  Ken’s Bark, Doon Press, Nov. 11, 2004

“Grassley’s conviction in situations like this is exactly why Iowans have sent him back to Washington election after election.  Americans want answers from the 
FDA, and Grassley can help us get them.”  Thank Grassley for tough questions of FDA; Congress should examine the agency’s relationship with drug companies, 
Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, Nov. 29, 2004
 

“Iowa Senator Chuck Grassley is right when he says the next agriculture secretary needs to focus on international trade.”  Focus on ag trade, The Des Moines 
Register, Dec. 3, 2004

“Grassley, as Finance Committee chairman, is arguably the most powerful member of the Senate.  He should use his authority to pressure the Treasury Depart-
ment into reversing field and changing the rule, or wield his clout in Congress to get the change made.  He has the power, and may well be the only one with the 
common sense necessary to get this done.” Grassley’s clout the only hope, The Des Moines Register, January 8, 2005

“... Iowans know Chuck Grassley is the real deal.  What you see with Grassley is what you get:  a man of simple tastes and humble origin, but one with an intense 
work ethic, keen intellect and a certain complexity. ... In any case, Grassley is doing great things for Iowa, not merely in directing federal resources to the state, 
but in framing national policies that work to Iowa’s long-term advantage, such as pushing development of renewable energy.”  Bush agenda rests on Iowa’s 
Grassley, The Des Moines Register, Jan. 24, 2005

“Our technician Senator is climbing under the hood of U.S. tax law to get his hands dirty again.  We love to see Chuck Grassley in action.  Grassley’s Senate 
finance committee is taking on hunters, the NRA and abuse of charity tax law that is allowing rich hunters to shield millions in income from taxation.  It’s a scam 
too weird to be believable and too complex and too politically charged to draw attention from most congressmen.  But not Chuck Grassley.”  Grassley embarks 
on tax scam safari, Quad-City Times, April 21, 2005
 

“A change pushed by Senate Finance Committee Chairman Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa) and announced last week by the Treasury Department will introduce 
some needed flexibility into this [health care spending accounts] system.”  A Health Cost Fix, The Washington Post, May 23, 2005

“Monday’s release order would likely not have come without a different kind of pressure from this page and from Congress – particularly Senate Finance Com-
mittee Chairman Charles Grassley.  Last week the Senate passed an amendment he sponsored that would defund Mr. Barrett, as the Democrats wanted.  But it 
would also require publication of his report.  In other words, no more delaying tactics. ... After 10 years and $21 million, we think the taxpayers have a right to 
judge Mr. Barrett’s findings in full.”  Sunshine for the Barrett Report, Wall Street Journal, Oct. 26, 2005
 

“Senator Charles Grassley, the Iowa Republican who heads the Finance Committee, is trying to close a loophole that allows hunters to write off safaris as charity 
by giving game trophies to museums. This scheme lets appraisers tote up the costs of things like travel, equipment and guides to inflate the value of the trophies, 
which often end up at places that market themselves as a way to ‘’Hunt for Free.’’  The scam was uncovered when the Humane Society ...” Get Me the Head of 
the Hunt Scammer, The New York Times, Dec. 2, 2005

“Washington investigations, especially those by independent counsels, can roll on for years, eating taxpayer dollars long after their original purpose has been 
achieved. So it is with the investigation of former Housing secretary Henry Cisneros, now in its 11th year. ... Some in Congress, particularly Sen. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, worry that IRS abuses could go unexposed. ‘The American taxpayers have spent a lot of money on this report, and they deserve the right to see it,’ 
Grassley says. We agree. ... Burying his report now serves no such noble goal. Instead, it would give wrong-doers even more reason to believe they can abuse the 
public’s trust, confident that their actions would be hidden from the public’s view.”  Endless probe, secret result, USA Today, Jan. 12, 2006

“Last month, congressional critics said the Red Cross fell short after Katrina as it tried to coordinate shelters, get aid to remote locations and cooperate with 
grassroots organizations that could have done the job but didn’t have the money.  On Monday, internal Red Cross documents and e-mails released by Sen. Charles 
Grassley, R-Iowa, began to reveal why: ... Vigorous oversight should follow. ... In these perilous times, institutions, even iconic ones, must earn the right to the 
funds they get. And no charity should be able to squander the public’s trust or its donations.”  Black eye for the Red Cross, USA Today, March 1, 2006

“About $300 million of your federal tax dollars go each year to something called “quality improvement organizations.” These are private groups in every state 
that are supposed to investigate complaints from Medicare patients and work with health providers to improve care. Yet it’s highly questionable whether you’re 
getting your money’s worth. ... The complaint process is badly broken. The Institute of Medicine, the government’s health advisory body, and Sen. Chuck 
Grassley, the Iowa Republican who chairs the Senate Finance Committee, are calling for a major overhaul in the 25-year-old program. ... It’s time for serious 
answers, plus a guarantee that patients know that their complaints will be heard -- and answered.”  Got a Medicare complaint? Don’t count on relief., USA 
Today, March 16, 2006

“Considering recent history, Senate Finance Committee Chairman Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, is right to question the Red Cross’s ability to meet its massive 
responsibilities.  It will take a lot of congressional scrutiny, and possibly significant Red Cross restructuring, to make sure the reforms are effective.”  It’s 
Congress’ duty to make Red Cross work, South Bend Tribune, April 12, 2006

“It is gratifying to see the confidence that state and federal officials have in Storm Lake to pull itself up and set the community on a new course.  It is also worth 
noting that Grassley has never been one to pile on the pork despite his seniority.  That he and his staff worked this hard to help Storm Lake says something:  Never 
discount the value of long-standing, sincere friendships.”  Thanks to Sen. Grassley, Storm Lake Times, July 22, 2006

“Sen. Charles Grassley deserves praise for working to answer a question for many people have been asking for years:  Why do many hospitals -- some of which 
pay huge CEO salaries, buy property after property, and hound the poor to pay hospital bills -- enjoy preferential ‘nonprofit’ tax status?”  Insist hospitals earn 
their nonprofit status, The Des Moines Register, September 18, 2006
 

“Junior senators should look for allies, and work with them to do something useful.  There are a good handful of colleagues on both sides of the aisle who take 
their current jobs seriously – gentlemen like Charles Grassley or Jeff Bingaman, who are worth getting to know, regardless of party.  They don’t make magazine 
covers, but with some help these diligent lawmakers might restore to the Senate the considerable institutional pride it once deserved.”  Sit Down and Legislate 
for a While, by Adam Clymer, The New York Times, November 14, 2006

“Sen. Charles Grassley may have lost the chairmanship of the Senate Finance Committee, but it hasn’t slowed down his aggressive oversight of the executive 
branch. ... Apparently the Democrats will not be the only ones perplexing the Bush administration from here on out.”  Norman:  Grassley reaffirms resistance to 
FDA nominee, Potomac Fever, The Des Moines Register, Sunday, December 3, 2006

“Grassley’s middle name is common sense.  He’s spent years closing tax loopholes that allow people to rip off the government.  And that farmer who ‘bounces 
around the family fields’ on his tractor, as the Times put it, finally caught up with city slickers whose ‘donations’ were handing on their living-room wall.” 
Grassley makes sense, artfully, The Des Moines Register, Tuesday, December 12, 2006

“The country is lucky to have Sen. Charles Grassley as ranking Republican on the Senate Finance Committee.  He brings Iowa common sense to where it’s 
desperately needed:  tax policy.”  Tax-loophole users should feel like targets, Grassley hunts down too-sweet deals, The Des Moines Register, Monday, January 
22, 2007 

Senator Grassley at work

 U.S. Senator Chuck Grassley has earned the trust of Iowans and 
made his mark in Washington with his commitment to constitu-
ents, more accountable government, and common sense solutions.  
Grassley gets things done and never stops fighting for a better fu-
ture.  Along the way, he says what he means, and means what he 
says.
 Chuck Grassley keeps in touch by visiting every one of Iowa’s 
99 counties at least one time every year.  He’s done so every year 
since his election to the Senate in 1980.  He responds to every let-
ter, postcard, e-mail and phone call from Iowa.  He’s determined 
to help Iowans cut through government red tape, and Senator 
Grassley’s offices in Iowa and Washington are the go-to place for 
constituent services.
 Senator Grassley goes the distance to make government more 
accountable.  He seeks reforms that bring openness and transpar-
ency.  He’s the sponsor of legislation to let cameras in federal 
courtrooms and create a watchdog for the federal judiciary.   Few 
lawmakers oversee the federal bureaucracy as aggressively as 
Grassley, who cites Congress’ responsibility to see that the laws 
it passes are faithfully executed.  He keeps a short leash on the 
practices of the Internal Revenue Service, the FBI, the Food and 
Drug Administration, the Department of Homeland Security, the 
Centers for Disease Control, the General Services Administration, 
the Securities and Exchange Commission, and the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services.
 When he’s onto a problem, Senator Grassley doesn’t give up.  
He pressed for results for Iowans who worked at the Cold War 
Army Ammunition Plan in Middleton and then got the cold shoul-
der from the federal compensation program set up for those made 
sick by radiation and toxic materials.  He successfully argued that 
plant workers and their families deserved a hearing, just like when 
he got the U.S. government to turn over a million pages of docu-
ments in 1992 about missing POWs and MIAs from the Vietnam 
War.
 Grassley continues his long-standing oversight of the Defense 
Department’s ability to misspend tax dollars by working to cleanup 
the misuse of government-issued credit cards. He’s raised doubts 

http://grassley.senate.gov

United States Senator Chuck Grassley

Iowa

Grassley at a glance

Born: Sept. 17, 1933, New Hartford, Iowa
Family: Married Barbara Speicher 1954; Five children, Lee, Wendy, Robin, Michele, Jay
Occupation:  Farmer (son, Robin, currently operates family farm); sheet metal shearer 1959-1961; assembly line worker 1961-1971; elected to Iowa  
 Legislature 1958; U.S. House of Representatives 1974, U.S. Senate 1980
Education:  B.A. 1955, M.A. 1956 Political Science, University of Northern Iowa; Ph.D. work, University of Iowa
Memberships:  Farm Bureau, the Butler County and State of Iowa Historical Societies, Pi Gamma Mu, Kappa Delta Pi, International Association of  
 Machinists 1962-71, International Parliamentary Group for Human Rights, Masons, Eagles, Baptist Church
Committees:  Finance (Ranking Member), Judiciary, Budget, Agriculture, Joint Tax, Senate Caucus on 
 International Narcotics Control (Co-Chairman)

Here’s what editors and pundits say about Grassley

“Grassley does this at least once a year - visiting every county in Iowa...Like clockwork over the years he has gone out of his way to make sure he sees 
people in each county - in their home communities - each year.... [T]his is an easy litmus test of how well a politician is willing to keep his word.”  Mount Ayr 
Record-News, June 1998

“His influence in the Senate serves his constituents well. He is a hard worker. He is respected for his integrity, with staunch moral values that are rooted in his 
home state.”  Omaha World-Herald, Oct. 31, 1998 

“Sen. Charles Grassley...is not afraid to ruffle feathers - even when those feathers belong to members of his own Republican Party or such Washington establish-
ments as the military.”  Ottumwa Courier, Jan. 2, 1996

“He is consistent, he is courageous, he is tenacious. It’s a good thing for the country that Grassley still exhibits those characteristics, particularly when it comes 
to keeping an eye on the Pentagon.”  Cedar Rapids Gazette, Nov. 18, 1996

“Grassley is a much more senior member of the Senate...in the majority and in a position to make recalcitrant bureaucrats uncomfortable pretty quickly... .” 
Senator Grassley vs. The FBI by Jane Norman, The Des Moines Register, March 2, 1997

“The law, championed by Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa, is a proven weapon in the fight against fraud and it’s rapidly becoming the most effective tool there is 
in protecting the integrity of the health care system.” The Quad-City Times, July 21, 1998

“The public owes a debt of gratitude to Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden of Oregon and Republican Sen. Charles Grassley of Iowa. Their initiative was not especially 
well received by opponents of reform. But an indefensible and odious practice (secret ‘holds’) finally gave way to the public interest.” The Washington Post, 
March 10, 1999

“Grassley assails IRS, thankfully”  Dyersville Commercial, June 3, 1998

“Senator Charles Grassley did his Iowa constituents and the rest of the country a huge favor...probably saving Iowans at least $100 million.” Grassley vs. 
drugmakers, The Des Moines Register, March 15, 2000

“Everyone who drives a vehicle knows the score at the pump. Gasoline and diesel fuel prices are up 70 percent compared to a year ago...there are a lot of ideas 
floating about how to address the situation. Sen. Charles Grassley may have come up with some of the best ideas.” Taking on OPEC with an aggressive stance, 
Hampton Chronicle, Feb. 24, 2000.

“Iowa’s senior senator always has evoked an image of the down-to-earth, hard-working, straight-talking farmer/legislator who has not forgotten where he came 
from and is unfazed by the slick nature of Washington, D.C. And when it comes to his new position [on the Senate Finance Committee], he has the same attitude.” 
Grassley assumes key chairmanship, Quad-City Times, Jan. 22, 2001

“Let me say one word about Chuck Grassley.  I’ve been in Washington for 33 years, and I don’t think I have ever underestimated a politician as much as I 
underestimated Chuck Grassley.  Bob Novak and I went to dinner with him about 20 years ago, both of our wives thought we misbehaved badly. I don’t think 
either one of us thought he was good -- you know, a terribly impressive new senator. And boy, were we wrong, or I was wrong.  Because he was -- he is one 
of the most dogged, honest members of the Senate. I disagree with him a lot, but he’s a heck of a public servant.  ... There are many champions, but Chuck 
Grassley is a persistent champion of people.”  Al Hunt of The Capital Gang on CNN, Grassley is newsmaker of the week as the leading advocate of protecting 
whistle blowers, June 8, 2002

“Iowa Senator Chuck Grassley can add another feather to his cap.  Stanley Works, the tool company, backed off plans to reincorporate in Bermuda after strong 
criticism from Grassley and others.”  No place like Home, The Des Moines Register, August 6, 2002

“Sen. Charles Grassley has made a name for himself by fighting for the little guy and reminding the federal government it is accountable to the American people.”  
Iowa’s Main Street Republican by Martin Edwin Andersen, Insight magazine, November 12-25, 2002

“Charles Grassley.  The conservative populist from Iowa proved that it can be hip to be square.  He condemned corporate excesses, stood up for whistleblowers, 
and was an outspoken voice for reform in the business sector. Now he’s in line to become chairman of the powerful tax-writing Senate Finance Committee.  If 
he sounds like a modern-day Teddy Roosevelt, well, in a way that’s what he is.  Like Teddy, he wants corporations to play fair.  But like TR, he also wants them 
to make a fair profit.”  The Winners and Wipeouts of 2002, Business Week Online, Richard S. Dunham, December 23, 2002

“In the final analysis, however, it might be easier for Bush to put his name on Grassley’s proposal and declare victory.  Grassley has been in Congress since 
1974.  We can’t recall that he’s ever been rolled by a President.”  Brassy Grassley – Senate finance chief holds ground in budget fight by Jim McTague, Barron’s, 
April 21, 2003

“Of humble farming roots, Senator Chuck Grassley worked his way up through the political spectrum, eventually landing a position in the U.S. Senate.  Grass-
ley’s achievements show that such a position lies within the reach of any student outfitted with lofty aspirations; all it takes is solid commitment.  Clearly, the 
government is not run solely by lawyers or Kennedys.  In fact, a few good Iowans may be all it needs.”  Grassley advises prospective politicians by Margaret 
Poe, Cedar Falls Hometowner, Feb. 4, 2004

“Though we disagree on some issues, Grassley’s commitment and accomplishments are impressive.  He is a rock-solid Iowan of integrity, extraordinarily 
knowledgeable about policy, and in a position to do many more good things for this state.”  Chuck Grassley, Iowa’s champion, The Des Moines Register, 
Oct. 24, 2004

“If Iowans were to make a list of attributes they desire in their federal legislators, it would probably look like a description of Sen. Chuck Grassley.  Leadership.  
Integrity.  Experience.  Grassley embodies these traits.”  Return Grassley for a 5th U.S. Senate term, Dubuque Telegraph-Herald, Oct. 27, 2004

“Sen. Charles Grassley has earned the respect of his fellow senators and worked his way up to leadership positions on several important Senate committees.  Iowa 
needs his experience and his proven leadership abilities in the Senate.”  And the choices are ..., Council Bluffs Daily Nonpareil, Oct. 31, 2004 



about hefty government relocation fees paid for transferring fed-
eral employees. He sought an investigation of fraud and abuse of 
Social Security disability payments, while also passing legislation 
to close the loopholes exploited by bad actors.
 Senator Grassley has made tax fairness and the credibility of 
tax-exempt status a top priority and  scrutinized abusive use of 
foundation tax structures, misuse of dollars given to the United 
Way and the American Red Cross, questionable land sales by the 
Nature Conservancy, fine art donations that leave paintings in do-
nor living rooms rather than on museum walls, loopholes used to 
write off entire safari trips by donating stuffed animals that sat in 
dusty rail cares, and the extent to which nonprofit hospitals pro-
vide charity care to the needy.  Until his effort, Congress hadn’t 
looked at the laws governing nonprofits since 1969, even while the 
size of the tax-exempt sector of the economy exploded.
 Grassley watches out for the interests of the elderly, including 
the 1.6 million residents in the nation’s nursing homes. As chair-
man of the Senate Aging Committee in the late 1990s, he exposed 
terrible neglect in some of the nation’s 17,000 nursing homes and 
spurred a comprehensive effort to improve standards of care.  Sen-
ator Grassley’s scrutiny of a Food and Drug Administration that 
became too cozy with the drug industry it regulates, resulted in 
more information for the public about the risks of antidepressants 
in young people and stronger warnings and restricted uses for other 
drugs on the market.  He keeps the pressure on for reforms, saying 
consumers shouldn’t have to second guess the safety of what’s in 
their medicine cabinets.
 Grassley champions whistleblowers in government and the 
private sector who put their jobs on the line to expose fraud or 
wrongdoing for the public good.  The senator co-authored the 
Whistleblower Protection Act of 1989 for government workers.  
He successfully fought to include whistleblower protections for 
employees of publicly traded companies in Sarbanes-Oxley law to 
encourage revelations of corporate wrongdoing.  He also worked 
to make sure federal employees in the new Homeland Security De-
partment could come forward with information regarding national 
security and public safety.
 What’s more, whistleblower amendments Grassley sponsored 
during a 1986 update of the False Claims Act have recovered $18 
billion to the U.S. Treasury that otherwise would have been lost to 
fraud.  Grassley worked to empower whistleblowers against de-
fense contractor fraud, and today his whistleblower provisions are 
the government’s most effective tool against health care fraud.
 When it comes to making public policy, Senator Grassley is 
known as a workhorse, not a show horse.  He’s earned a reputation 
as an honest broker and has achieved great legislative success.
 Senator Grassley is the Ranking Member of what he calls the 
“Quality of Life” committee because it’s responsible for the is-

sues affecting virtually every American from cradle to grave.  The 
Finance Committee is responsible for tax policy, Social Security, 
Medicare, Medicaid, welfare policy, pensions, worker’s compen-
sation, and job-generating international trade.  Senator Grassley 
also uses his other key committee assignments -- Agriculture, Ju-
diciary and Budget — to gain the best advantage for Iowans.
 While Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee in 2001 
and from 2003 to 2007, Senator Grassley guided through Con-
gress seven international trade agreements covering 12 countries 
and nine major tax bills, including the biggest income tax cut in 
a generation, which Alan Greenspan said was key to helping the 
economy recover after 9-11.  The 2001 Grassley tax cut made the 
tax code more progressive by creating a 10-percent marginal rate 
for the lowest-income worker, expanding the child tax credit, and 
reducing the marriage penalty.  By spurring economic activity, the 
tax policy also resulted in record-breaking revenues collected by 
the federal Treasury.
 As Chairman, Grassley succeeded in making tax-free savings 
plans for college a permanent part of the tax code, creating the 
deduction for tuition, and securing the tax deductibility of inter-
est on student loans.  In 2006, he shepherded through Congress 
the first major overhaul of pension guarantee legislation that was 
enacted in 1974.  It is designed to prevent Enron-type scandals 
from happening again and includes broad new incentives to help 
Americans save more for retirement.  Chairman Grassley made 
sure that millions of American families were held harmless from 
the unintended consequences of the Alternative Minimum Tax.  
And, Grassley fought for tax fairness by shutting down tax shel-
ters and closing tax loopholes used by corporations and wealthy 
individuals to avoid taxes owed.
 Senator Grassley has long been one of the most outspoken ad-
vocates in Congress for developing domestically produced alterna-
tive, renewable energy.  In the 1990s, he worked to create the clean 
air mandate that set the stage for expanded ethanol production and 
use.  In 1997, Senator Grassley led the fight to extend the ethanol 
program for 10 years.  As Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
Grassley authored another extension of the tax credit for ethanol, 
along with the tax incentives for small ethanol producers.  Chair-
man Grassley also expanded and extended that tax incentive for 
wind energy production, which he first authored in 1992, and he 
created and expanded tax incentives for biodiesel and biomass en-
ergy sources.  Senator Grassley was also a leading proponent of 
the Renewable Fuels Standard in the 2005 national energy bill.  
He has sponsored legislation to have 25 percent of America’s en-
ergy come from renewable sources by 2025.  He is a steady force 
against efforts to undermine the expansion of ethanol production 
in the United States by prematurely lifting the tariff on Brazilian 
ethanol.  And, Senator Grassley holds Big Oil’s feet to the fire 

by publicly questioning the industry’s willingness to use ethanol-
blended gasoline at service stations.
 Health care policy is also a top priority for Senator Grassley.  
Chairman Grassley developed the first-ever Medicare prescription 
drug benefit with extra help for lower-income seniors and won ap-
proval of landmark rural health provisions to improve unfair fed-
eral formulas that had shortchanged health care delivery system 
in states like Iowa. He also works to help the disabled and work-
ing poor to afford health care coverage. Grassley won a huge vic-
tory in 2006 with enactment of a Grassley-Kennedy plan to allow 
working parents to buy into Medicaid for children with special 
needs. With 43 million Americans facing no health care coverage, 
Grassley is committed to doing more to increase access to afford-
able health care. 
 Chuck Grassley is a working family farmer, who has long given 
farmers a voice at the policymaking tables both in Washington and 
around the world during global trade negotiations. Senator Grass-
ley knows the importance of the farm safety net for Rural America 
and independent producers and works against anti-competitive 
practices like vertical integration in the meatpacking industry. 
Chuck Grassley is the leading advocate of payment limits on farm 
program subsidies to prevent the largest operators from getting 
two-thirds of total farm payments and perpetuating the growth of 
large, corporate farms and rural population decline.  He doesn’t 
shy away from a dust up when the federal government hands down 
rules that are out of touch with the reality of the winds that blow 
across Midwestern fields.  He seeks justice for black farmers who 
were unfairly treated by the Department of Agriculture, and he 
works for common sense management of both conservation and 
farm-related barge traffic on the Mississippi River.
 As a Senior Member of the Judiciary Committee, Senator 
Grassley has won a major overhaul of the nation’s bankruptcy 
system, curbs on abuses of the class action lawsuit system, and 
tougher penalties and better monitoring of sexual predators who 
target children.  He made Chapter 12 for farmers a permanent part 
of the bankruptcy code to help family farmers reorganize debt and 
keep farming.  He fights for consumers to have access to afford-
able medicine with legislation to prohibit brand-name drug manu-
facturers from using pay-off agreements to keep cheaper generic 
equivalents off the market.  He’s the lead sponsor of legislation to 
create a new worker verification system for employers to deter-
mine if workers are legally in the United States.
 Senator Grassley is the 15th highest ranking member of the 
U.S. Senate.
 While Senator Grassley works in Washington, he lives in Iowa. 
He returns home almost every weekend. He and his wife Barbara 
raised five children in New Hartford. They have nine grandchil-
dren.  


